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OUT BEYOND IDEAS by Mandir.

SatsangMusic, 406/726-4448, satsang@montana.com 

This Montana quartet's debut album is "out beyond" categorization. I could have just as easily placed it under smooth jazz or world fusion, but that being said, perhaps the band will forgive me for this choice. They call it "acoustic new-world” which I suppose means a cross between New Age and world produced entirely with acoustic instruments. The reason I call it contemporary instrumental is not that I missed the important vocal element, but to convey that the creamy male and female vocals are used more as instrumentation than as lyric, and I wanted to stress the adult orientation. This is music for the mature and the musically educated; it is NOT dance. That it was produced by a Windham Hill artist makes complete sense. Whatever you call it, this CD is well worth stocking if you service any of the aforementioned markets. This is gentle music: intensely artistic compositions exquisitely crafted and eloquently phrased, rising from a foundation of guitar, violin, sax, and percussion. Before I get my foot wedged into my mouth any further, let me urge you to order at least a demo; you'll fall in love with Mandir's sound, as I have.          -PR
