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   “Talking about music is like dancing about architecture”    -Elvis Costello                    

MUSIC
By David Lesondak

The most exciting new world fusion group hails from the exotic port of Missoula, Montana? That’s right. Welcome to Out Beyond Ideas the debut of Mandir (Satsang). While utilizing the expected array of exotic percussion there is also the unexpected delight of the musical colorings of bassoon, soprano sax and recorder. The anchor of Mandir’s sound is the rhythm and classical guitar work of singer/bandleader Matthew Marsolek. Possessing a warm and friendly voice and a keen melodic instinct I dare you to listen to this and not sing-along. It helps that most of the vocals are wordless and it’s nice to hear a male other than Michael Stipe singing “in tongues.”  

The key word here is joy. This is some of the best driving-with-the-top-down-on-a-sunny-day-music that I have ever heard. Tracks like “Crossing the Divide” and “Flying to Varanasi” are made for such moments. Another highlight includes the slow and beautiful “Asatoma” where Matthew’s voice is perfectly complimented by the vocals from band violinist Beth Youngblood-Petersen as their voices weave in, on and around each other and the music. To sum up this CD in one word: Blissful. Get it for everyone on your list.

